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about ten padavartas* would be an extremely small plot of land to be
considered the holding of any tenant.
It is interesting to note how minutely land was measured during
the Gupta period. The Oanesgad plates of Dhruvasena I, dated
in the Gupta sainvat 207* mention that khandas were measured
by the padavarta or the turning of a foot.1 Land was likewise
measured by the padavarta during the regime of Dhruvasena II,
as a record of his time indicates.2 Evident!/, 4the turning of a foot*
refers to the royal foot. Such a system of measuring land was a
special feature of the Tamil country, where the rod was equal to
" the royal foot which measures the (whole) world/'3 The land
survey called alavu* conducted in the sixteenth year of Kulottunga
Cola I, was according to the sripada 5 or royal foot of that monarch
which was evidently taken as the unit of measurement.
In Central India, especially in the beginning of the sixth century
A. D., the plough (haU) was possibly used as a land-measure. This
suggestion is made* because in the Khoh plates, of Maharaja Sarvanatha,
dated A. D. 516-17, we are told that the Dutaka-Uparika Matrsiva
was appointed as an additional writer for the remission of the
fines on HaUr-akara-kiiinbha-dandah.6 Though the meaning of this
technical expression is not apparent, it possibly meant a tax on
ploughs, which we know definitely were later on used in and around
Kanyakubja and Sthaiivisvara as a land-measure.
The length of a plough must have been, considered a standard
measure in the domain of Harsavardhana. Sana has recorded how
Harsa, in the region on one of the banks of the Sarasvati, u bestowed
upon the Brahmanas a hundred villages delimited by a thousand
ploughs."7 This reference clearly reveals that the plough, the length
of which is unfortunately not recorded, was employed to measure
land, the stipulated number of plough-lengths of course making up
the length and breadth of the village.
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3  M. E. JR., 87 of 1900,
4  Ibid,, 440 of 1912.
5  Ibid., for 1900, p, 10; Saletore, Social and Political Life in the Vijayanagara Empire,
I, p. 166.
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